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Egeus wants his daughter Hermia to marry Demetrius. But Hermia loves Lysander.
Demetrius is decent enough but she's not interested. Lysander is furious and he reminds
Demetrius of how just recently he was in love with someone else, Helena. And how
Helena is still in love with Demetrius. Egeus wants to impose the ancient law of Athens
on Hermia if she refuses to marry Demetrius. He puts his case to the Duke Theseus:

'As she is mine, | may dispose of her. / Which shall be either to this gentleman

Or to her death.

Lysander shouts:
"You have her father's love, Demetrius / Let me have Hermia's: Do you marry him."

Duke Theseus is about to marry the Amazon Hippolyta and so is feeling generous. He
advises Hermia that she should listen to her father. Hermia is left alone with Lysander
and they plan to run away together that night. Hermia's best friend Helena approaches
them. She is devastated that Demetrius no longer loves her. Hermia tries to comfort
Helena but Helena cannot get over her jealousy that Hermia is now Demetrius' dream
girl. Hermia tells Helena of their plan to escape into the woods. She'll no longer be
around, she will be out of their lives. But Helena decides to tell Demetrius. She thinks
this will put her in a good light with him. And if he follows Hermia then she in turn can
follow him. She'll do anything to spend time with Demetrius. He runs into the woods to
look for Hermia and Lysander. And Helena stalks him. She is desperate although he
keeps trying to escape from her. She tells him:

'l am your spaniel.’




