Who was Henry VIII?
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Using the information above or through your own research, can you either create a mind map with information about Henry and each of his wives OR write an advert for a wife. 
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Vocabulary

dowry - money or land that a woman brings to her husband at
the time of their marriage.

divine right - the belief that a monarch was given the right to rule
by God alone.

dynasty - a series of rulers from the same family.

succeeded — to take over a throne from somebody.
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The Tudors
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Who was Henry VIIl and why is he so famous?

Henry VIIl came to the throne on 215t April 1509, at the age of just 17,
at a time when men who felt they had a claim to the throne challenged
the king and tried to kill him in a battle. It was also a time when being
the king meant you had a lot of power and might; people did as the
king told them to do because the consequences of not doing so were
severe.

Henry VIII had never expected to become king, but when his older
brother, Arthur, died at the age of 15, the ten-year-old Henry realised
his fate.
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As young children, Henry and his brother were given many ‘appointments’ by their
father- titles such as ‘Duke of York’. The purpose of the appointments was to make sure
of two things. Firstly, by giving these appointments to small boys, the king himself was
able to use the power himself. Secondly, the power remained inside the Tudor dynasty
and would stay with the children even after their father’s death.

One of the first things Henry did, on becoming King, was to find a wife; someone to
give him a son who would continue to rule England. He married Katherine of Aragon
just a few days after his coronation. She was a Spanish princess and brought a large
dowry on her marriage. Moreover, this partnership brought importance and respect
from across all England as well as the support of the Spanish.

Henry loved spending money and wanted to show off all his wealth and built many
magnificent palaces and castles that would impress and possibly intimidate his subjects
and rivals. Eventually, his love of fine living took a toll on Henry’s health. He had a
huge waist, and trouble with his legs which caused him problems when walking. The
pain may well have resulted in his famous bad temper! .;‘_‘i",'.
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Henry, is known for being a ruthless king, who ruled with an iron fist, and
he was a powerful monarch throughout his reign because of this. He
promoted the notion that kings were born through ‘divine right’ and this
meant that few felt able to challenge him. Strong-willed and bullish, he
handed out executions to anyone who stood in his way. In fact, during his
38-year reign, it is said, he had more than 70,000 people executed.
Henry VIIl is famous for having six wives, some of whom he had executed
when they displeased him. As well as wanting a son, who would become
king after him, Henry wanted more power and influence in Europe. This
would happen if he took a bride from a different country. These two
things were extremely important for him when choosing a wife.
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Name of the Benefits of marryi What happened to
wife them?

LEL TR 8 Brought money. Divorced Mary 1 who became queen

Aragon Made an ally of Spain. after the death of her
The Tudors were still a ‘young dynasty’ brother, Edward.
and this gave them respect and power
in Europe.

LOLERLIET IS Henry needed a son to become king on  Beheaded Elizabeth 1 of England.
his death. A daughter would face a She took the throne from
challenge from others who wanted to her sister and became the
be King. last monarch of the Tudor

dynasty.

HET RIS Young and beautiful. Died Edward who became Henry’s
Would have been a good mother. successor.
Henry is believed to have really loved
her.

Anne of Power in Europe. Divorced No children

Cleves Support from European countries.

Young and beautiful Beheaded No children
How

Catherine Kind and caring. Survived No children
Parr A mother to his 3 children.
Able to look after an aging Henry.




